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.1.  After Lieutenant General Ssu-wel-tou-lo-fu, Soviet sdviser to the Chinese
Communist Armored Force Command (A¥C), exnlained the training pregram to
Chinege Communist cadres of corpaany grade and sbove on 2 November 1951, the
AFC held an educational meeting to digscuss meagures for agsuring cornietion
of training within the specified veriod of time.t Both Soviet cormany=
grade officers and Chinese Communist cadres of battalion grade attended

! this reeting. At this time JHA)MG Hual-chih (4 % L. ), commander of the 1
Indenendent Tank Regiment, opposed the Soviet training nrogram on the grounds
that the time for training wes too short and was not consistent with
existing Chinese Cormmunist nractices of troov~contrsl. Al though the USSR
agsumed respongibility for training the Chinese Communist armored regiments,
the Chinese Cormunist cadres could not evade their regoonsibility for exer-
cining control over the units during the 4raining neriod; t.e., no coordi-
notion existed between training and control. Languege diffionlties would
also make it irpos ible for Soviet troops to train Chinese troops directly,
and interpreters would always be required if Chinese and Soviets were to
practice together. Consequently, the results of the planned three months!
training could not be as satisfactory as initially envisaged. HAY then
agked for a longer training period and & different training orocedure. He
gald that training should be nrolonged for six months and that methods
already used by the Chinese Communists in the tralning of iroons (1.e.,
training and control must be unified and the Chinese Comrunists must be
resoonsible) should be followed. Soviet nergonnel sh-~sld give classroom
and nractice instruction at spmecified hours. In field exercises, both
Soviet and Chinese troops might be able to¥Work together.

2. HANfg provosals, however, were oomosed by the Soviets, who insiated that
the program vhich they advocated rmst be followed, becanse 1t had been
drafted by the Soviet military authorities. Moreover, it had Leen accented
by the Revolutionary I'ilitary Council (R!'C) and muszt not be changed. They
maintained that only measures to implement the Soviet-proposed vrogram
should be discussed during the meeting.

3- This dispute was resolved vhen HSU uang=ta, Comrandew of the APC, said the
Soviet~proposed program would be followed, and any Aifficulties which mighe
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arise would then be considered on their merit. After the meeting ernded,

all medium-grade cadres were very much dissatisfied with the Soviet attitudes
however, thelr resveciive political commissars won them over, one by one,
and the original Soviet-proposed program wase followed.

During the period of instruction the Sovists had to depend upon interpretera
zraduated from the Earbin Iengusge School. MNost of these inberpreters 444
not understand military terminology and were consequently wnable to make the
Chinese Commmist troops understand the instructor. As & result, Chinese
Communist cedres and soldiers often asked Soviet officers to explain many
questions which had alreasdy been answered during the nreceding instruction.
Phis took a great deal of time and the Soviet officers then thought that
Chinegse Communist cadres snd soldlers wers not qualified to be members of

the armored units. Difficulties of this tyve were even more numercus during
field exercises, since there were not enough, interpreters to meet the
necessary requirements. It often happenmed that the Chinese Communists wonld
drive their tanks to the south after the Soviets had ordered them to proceed
enstyard. Many misunderstandinge of this type occurred. However, fis a
regult of efforts made by the Chinese Communist political workers to sudpress
the feelings of the Chinese Communist soldiers, no serious incidenis occurred.

At the end of this three montha® training pericd the Soviets admltted that
the results had not been satisfactory and that additional study &nd practice
were necessary. This responsibility, however, has been left to the Scviet
advisers in China.

Starting 10 May the AFC held extensive field exercises at Chianghsintien
{116~-12, 39-k9). Two tank regiments varticinated, and the equipment used
ineluded 20 T=34 fanks, & aself-propellsd guns, U JS=2 tanks, 9 YAR-15 planes
and 12 P-51 planes. One ariillery company and 2 infantry regiments also
participated in these maneuvers, which were witnessed by irportant figures
in the BMC, the AFC and the North China Military Area as well as by the
Soviet advisers. ‘

These field exercises were divided into two mnjor parts: namely, problems
of armored attack and defense, and target practice. The problems of armored
attock hicluded:

a. Armored reconnaissnce;

b. Occupation of combat positions by armored vehicles, including tankss

¢. Ianspection of vehicles and weapons;

d. Camouflage of isnks e&nd positions;

a. Occuration of vositions for armored attacks

£. Movement over difficult terrvaing

&. Bagzooln defense;

h. Occupation of enemy front-line posltions; and

4. Continuation of reconnaisance and infantry occupation of secured
positions from the armored attack.
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. 8. The defense problems included:
a. Occupation of defense and counter-attack vositions;
b. Campuflage;
¢. Inspection of vehicles and weavons;
d. Leunching counter-attaclks as soon as the enemy comes within firing range;
e. Tactical counter-sttacks to surround or bynass the enemy; and
f. Orderly retreat.

9. After the conclusion of these attack and defense problems, firing practice
was held. All officers and men participated so that they could become
acquainted with the capabilities of these weapons.

10. The two tank regiments were divided into an offensive and Aefensive side.
The attacking tank regiment was assigned the air force sunvort and one
infantty regiment. The defending regiment was assigned one artillery
comnany, vhich included both anti-aireraft and field gung, and one
infantry regiment. A maneuver cormand bost was established. In addition,
an air-ground liaison radio station, one liaison station, an emergency
repair squad, one first aid station, a rear hospital, & sunply station,
and & transvortation corps were set uv.

11. The maneuver besan with the atiack reziment ordering lts reconnaissance
units to begin reconnoitering the ground and to bring its tanks into combat
positions. Prepared positions for tanks had been constructed before the
maneuver started. At the same time imsvection of vehicles and weapons and
camouflage for the atiacking unit was also begun. On the moraing of 15 May
reconnaissance units brought back a small number of prigoners. After
preliminary questioning of these vrisoners three nlanes were sent out to
locate the enemy, and tanks were then brought into attack vosition. Two
hours later the air force renoris were received and the regimental commander
of the atiacking resiment, riding in his radlio car, ordered his cormwany
commanders to prepare for action. At the same time the air force wag
ordered to attack the enemy tanks and to suwport the artillery. At noom,
after the regimenial commander nnd ordered his attack, the company
commanders signalled their vehicles to advance against the enemy pesitions.
Self-pronelled guns laid down heavy fire to cover the tank advance., After
fizhting for the veriod of time previously established, the attacking
regiment occupied the vositions initially held by the defending reginent
wbich then withdrew in defeat. This conclnied the first engagement. On
16 May infantry units occupied the nositione which the sattacking regiment
had captured, while the attacking regiment continued to advance. The
defending vegiment, being unable to resist, staged an orderly withdrawal
which brought an snd to the vroblem. NTo maneuvers were held on 17 Vay,
but on 18 May the tws regiments changed nositions { the attacking regiment
in the first problem assumed defensive vositions and vice verszjand the
entire problem was repeated. This problem ended 20 May and no maneuvers
were held on 21 May. Firing practice began on 22 Mey. Wooden targate
two meters wide and 3.5 meters tall were erected as tarmets for tanks
firing at a distance of 150 meters. Target vractice continued for two days
with each officer and man firing five rounds aniece. Field exercises ended
on 24 May and & meeting was held to review them.
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The RMC made the following comments on these fisld exercises:

a. Equioment was not handled skillfully. During the maneuvers several
accidents occurred, including two motor cars turned over, destruction
of a third motor car, collision of two armored carg, and an artillery
piece was damaged by a tank which fell off a hi1l.2

b. Camouflaging of tanks was not well done.

c¢. Not enough cover posgitions were built.d

d. Coordination of the alr force with ground units was not satisfactory.

e. The role of the artillery was not satisfactory.

f. Accuracy in aining during target oractice was only 87 percent.

-and referenced renorts.

> The renort does no%t clearly state whether the tank
fell on top of an artillery plece or the gun mounted on the tank was
damaged by this downfall.

m_;m. Presumably this refers to prepsred vosltions covering
routes of enemy advance.

Enclosure: Attachment A; "Dimgram of Maneuvers;" 1 page
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